
SUMMARY OF CLASSES 

Class Day Dates Time Cost* 
 

A 
 

 
Mon 23.09.19-21.10.19 and 

04.11.19-02.12.19 

 
1.30-3.30 

 
£57 

 
B 
 

 
Tues 24.09.19 – 22.10.19 

 
10.30-12.30 

 
£29 

 
C 
 

 
Tues 24.09.19-22.10.19 and 

05.11.19-03.12.19 

 
1.30-3.30 

 
£57 

 
D 
 

 
Wed 25.09.19-23.10.19 and 

06.11.19-04.12.19 

 
10.30-12.30 

 
£57 

 
E 
 

 
Thurs 

 
26.09.19 - 24.10.19 

 
1.30-3.30 

 
£29 

 
F 
 

 
Thurs 07.11.19-05.12.19 

 
1.30-3.30 

 
£29 

 
G 
 

 
Tues 14.01.20-11.02.20 and 

25.02.20-24.03.20 

 
1.30-3.30 

 
£57 

 
H 
 

 
Tues 25.02.20-24.03.20 

 
10.30-12.30 

 
£29 

 
J 
 

 
Wed 08.01.20-05.02.20 and 

26.02.20-25.03.20 

 
10.30-12.30 

 
£57 

 
 

K 
 

 
Thurs 16.01.20 – 13.02.20 

 
10.30-12.30 

 
£29 

 
L 
 

 
Thurs 27.02.20 – 26.03.20 

 
1.30-3.30 

 
£29 

 
All classes are in Merrymeade House 

*Concession rates = £29 and £15 

 

 
PROGRAMME  2019-2020 

 
A JOURNEY THROUGH ANCIENT EGYPT 

 

HENRY JAMES 
The Turn of the Screw and The Aspern Papers 

 

FRANCE FROM THE GAULS TO DE GAULLE 
 

EMINENT VICTORIANS 
 

THE PILGRIMAGE CONTINUES: 
MORE FROM CHAUCER’S TALES 

 

THE RENAISSANCE HOME 
 

ESSEX FAMILY DYNASTIES 
 

T.S ELIOT 
The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock and The Waste Land 

 

A SHORT INTRODUCTION TO 
 WESTERN ART MUSIC 

 

LONDON HISTORIES 
 

LOVE, ART AND MARRIAGE IN  
RENAISSANCE ITALY 
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Learning for Pleasure has been established in Brentwood for more than 
20 years.  Quality courses are given by professional lecturers and 
enjoyed by over 300 members.  The aim is to provide classes which are 
informative, interesting and friendly. 
 
Classes are held in Merrymeade House, a pleasant Edwardian country 
mansion just off Sawyer’s Hall Lane, Brentwood.  The elegant Drawing 
Room and Library overlook the gardens and vista of the parkland.  There 
is an attractive Tea Room serving coffee, light lunches and afternoon 
tea.  All are on the ground floor and easily accessible.  For parking 
options, see page 15. 
 
Classes are held during the daytime and are open to anyone over the 
age of 18.  There are no assessments: just the joy of ‘Learning for 
Pleasure’ in the company of like-minded people. 
 

Learning for Pleasure is a non-profit making organisation. 
Registered Charity No: 1046050 

 
Visit our website for more information on our classes and lecturers. 

 
OUR WEBSITE ADDRESS: 

www.lfpleasure.wix.com/brentwood 
 

OUR EMAIL ADDRESS: 
lfpbrentwood@hotmail.co.uk 

 
For further information contact: 

 

CHAIRMAN: PATRICK RUTHERFORD – 01277 823951 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: VIVIEN CALLCUT – 01708 220765 
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SUMMER STUDY DAYS 
 

Each year we hold study days, employing tried and tested 
lecturers.  Listed below are some of the topics covered over 
the last few years: 
 
World War 1 – the war to end all wars?  William Tyler 
 
Rudolf Hess     William Tyler 
 
An Edwardian Sunset    William Tyler 
 
Lawrence of Arabia and the war 
   in the desert     Neil Faulkner 
 
1918: peace at last, but will it last?  William Tyler 
 
Russia, 1905-1928: from Socialist  
Revolution to Stalinist Counter-Revolution Neil Faulkner 
 
Europe: A Continent in Crisis 
(A Historian’s Perspective)   William Tyler 
 
A Radical History of the World (in a day) Neil Faulkner    
 
Every Picture tells a Story: 
19th Century Paintings    Margaret Mitchell 

 
Please look out for information on the 2020 Study Days 

programme, which will be published later in the year. 
 

  FEES 

All Classes 

10 weeks    £57.00 

5 weeks    £29.00 

Visitor by prior arrangement  £7.00 

Annual Membership is automatically acquired when you book a course. 

Concessions 

Half rate (£29 and £15) for those receiving Job Seekers Allowance, 
Housing or Disability Benefits.  Proof may be required. 

ENROLMENT 

Please complete an application form (found between pages 10 & 11) 
and post to: 

 
Vivien Callcut 

Membership Secretary 
41 HOWARD ROAD 

UPMINSTER 
ESSEX   RM14 2UE 

 
together with your cheque for your chosen courses, payable to: 

LEARNING FOR PLEASURE, BRENTWOOD 

Please note that your cheques may take some time to clear as they 
are banked in batches.  You will be contacted by phone immediately if a 
class is full.  If you require written confirmation please enclose a 
stamped, addressed envelope. 
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CLASS A 

A JOURNEY THROUGH ANCIENT EGYPT 
 

Frances Boardman  BA, Cert Ed 
 
Venue:  Merrymeade House in the Drawing Room 
On:  Mondays  1.30pm-3.30pm  (10 weeks) 
Dates:  23 Sept-21 Oct & 4 Nov-2 Dec 2019 
 
Ancient Egypt could not have been built nor flourished without the 
ordinary people who farmed, fished and built all those monuments. 
 
They, too, have left us records and tombs giving us a glimpse of 
what it was like to be a working man or woman 5,000 years ago.  
They had a state sponsored social services including GPs, 
specialist medical professionals and workman's compensation. 
 
Make-up, party clothes, even words we still use today, have come 
to us from these ancient voices.  Beauty preparations were very 
important – the biggest beauty book was 'Transforming an Old 
Man into a Youth'!  Their kindness to one another, their 
misunderstandings with one another, are all recorded in their 
letters and poetry.  People have changed very little over the 
centuries – the wet t-shirt competition was alive and well 
thousands of years before its re-invention in California! 
 
Come and join the people who lived through the great events and 
the ups and downs of daily life on a Journey Through Ancient 
Egypt. 
 
Frances spent several years working and travelling throughout the 
Middle East having studied Egyptology with Coptic Studies at 
Durham University.  Since retiring from mainstream teaching she 
has continued to lecture to both adult classes and Cruise 
audiences. 

  
PRIVACY NOTICE 

 
 

Learning for Pleasure Brentwood manages personal information 
provided by its members and visitors, on the basis of Legitimate 
Interest, as follows:  
 
We keep only your name, address, telephone number and, where 
provided, email address and contact name and number for use in 
case of a medical emergency. 
 
This information is used to provide and administer courses, and to 
contact you regarding present and future courses, and is never 
disclosed to third parties. 
 
Your information is deleted from the Charity’s records after a 
maximum of 24 months unless you renew your relationship with 
us.  You may ask for your details to be deleted at any time. 
 
If you should have any queries or wish to make a complaint, 
please contact the Chairman or Membership Secretary. 
 
Learning for Pleasure Brentwood’s full Privacy Notice is published 
on its website. 
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HISTORY OF 

LEARNING FOR PLEASURE, BRENTWOOD 
 
 
Learning for Pleasure was formed over 20 years ago as a break-
away group from the WEA.  The Government demanded written 
work and exams for groups like the WEA and many members felt 
that they did not want the pressure of written work and wanted to 
learn just for pleasure, hence the name.  The Committee of 
volunteers, which meets 4 or 5 times a year, runs the charity and 
the Officers supervise the day to day functions. 
 

THE COMMITTEE 
 
  Chairman:   Patrick Rutherford 
  Hon Secretary:  Peter Slater 
  Hon Treasurer:  Mary Sutton 
  Membership Secretary: Vivien Callcut 
 
  Pauline Anthony  Melita Hosier 
  Brian Baker   Frances Kirby 
  Kay Doyle   Mark Richardson 
  Ann Edwards   Margaret Wilkins 
  Kae Freeman 

 
 

 CLASS B 

HENRY JAMES: 
The Turn of the Screw and The Aspern Papers 

 
Dr Adrian Eckersley  MA (Cantab), PhD (London) 
 

Venue:  Merrymeade House in the Drawing Room 
On:  Tuesdays  10.30am-12.30pm  (5 weeks) 
Dates:  24 Sept-22 Oct 2019 
 

Henry James's writing career peaked in the late Victorian/ 
Edwardian era, when civilised behaviour made human beings into 
islands often unguessably remote from one another. In sentences 
that teem with suggestion but are often hard to pin down, James 
creates halls of mirrors in which a sudden new light can transform 
everything we have understood so far.  The two short, concentrated 
texts we are studying bring us face to face with the enigmas of who 
and what we are. 
 

The Turn of the Screw is peculiarly rich in ambiguity; it can be read 
both as a ghost story and as a dark tale of professional failure.  The 
Aspern Papers raises issues about how much one human can or 
should know about the inner life of another, about the complexity of 
the bridges we build to reach others, and the silences we may 
prefer.  It is possible to buy these two novellas in one book, in the 
Penguin Classics series.  Both are available separately in many 
other formats. 
 
Dr Adrian Eckersley was educated at Brentwood School, Cambridge 
and London Universities.  He has taught literature and cultural 
history to adults in further and higher education for over 35 years. 
His teaching is founded on a strong belief that reading is as much a 
creative act as writing, and deserves our closest attention.  As well 
as teaching, Adrian has had a career as dramatist and essayist and, 
more recently, as a landscape and cityscape painter, with six solo 
shows around Essex and London. 
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CLASS C 

 
HISTORY OF FRANCE FROM THE GAULS TO DE GAULLE 

 

Denis Sheppard  BA (Hons)  
 
Venue:  Merrymeade House in the Drawing Room 
On:  Tuesdays  1.30pm-3.30pm  (10 weeks) 
Dates:  24 Sept-22 Oct & 5 Nov-03 Dec 2019 
 
The course is designed to provide an introduction to the history of 
France from the Gauls and the Roman Empire, through the period 
of absolute monarchy, the French Revolution, the Belle Epoch, to 
its role in the world today.  It is suitable for anyone with an interest 
in the development of France as a nation state, how its history has 
impacted on its characteristics today, and its contribution to the 
history of Europe as a whole. 
 
We will examine the relationship between the Gauls and the 
Roman Empire, between the French and British monarchy, the link 
between monarchy and the French Revolution, the impact of 
Napoleon and its emergence as a World and European power.  
We will use this information to assess the impact of history on the 
characteristics of France today. 
 

The course will include case studies of General De Gaulle, the 
history of French cheese and wine, and French philosophy. 
 
After retiring from the Police in 2004 as a Chief Superintendent, 
Denis retrained as a Secondary School Teacher of History. Having 
taught full time in Secondary Schools, he moved into Adult 
Education, teaching GCSE and A Level. In recent years, he has 
focused on developing and delivering short courses on a range of 
historical topics, supported by the use of multimedia, which he 
delivers to various groups across Essex.  Denis is interested in 
history of all periods, from international, national and local 
perspectives, focusing particularly on how the past impacts on how 
we think and live today. His aim is to inform, entertain and to 
encourage lively debate. 

 VENUE 

Classes take place in Merrymeade House, Merrymeade Chase, 
Brentwood CM15 9FE.  All lecture rooms are located on the ground 
floor with disabled access and toilets.  There is also a café. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Brentwood Council is in the process of re-organising parking at 
Merrymeade House, which could possibly affect our use of the very 
limited spaces. 
 
However, there is ample parking in Sainsbury’s car park and in William 
Hunter Way public car park.  There is also limited parking in Middleton 
Hall Lane after 10.00am but new restrictions apply after 3.00pm.  There is 
limited metered parking in Sawyer’s Hall Lane. 

 

 

MMH 

P 

P 

P 
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CLASS L 

 
LOVE, ART AND MARRIAGE 

IN RENAISSANCE ITALY 
 
 
Lydia Goodson  BA, MA 
 
Venue:  Merrymeade House in the Drawing Room 
On:  Thursdays 1.30pm-3.30pm  (5 weeks) 
Dates:  27 Feb-26 Mar 2020 
 
This five-week course will look at the lavish array of luxury objects 
and paintings made in Renaissance Italy to commemorate and to 
celebrate love, marriage and the family. Marriage was an important 
way for families to affirm their social status and marriage festivities 
in the Renaissance were spectacles to rival the celebrity weddings 
seen today in Hello! magazine. Extravagant gift-giving 
accompanied betrothal and marriage and many of these gifts 
survive today. Child-bearing was vital to the continuation of family 
lineage, but was a dangerous business, and both these aspects 
are visible in the decorated objects made to celebrate fertility and 
to accompany birth.   
 
 
Lydia is an art historian, specialising in the art and material culture 
of the Italian Renaissance.  Lydia holds a BA in Renaissance 
History from the University of Warwick and an MA in Art History 
from the University of Sussex. She is currently based at The 
Warburg Institute in London where she is working on her PhD 
thesis on ‘Artistic Patronage in Renaissance Umbria’. 

 CLASS D 
 

EMINENT VICTORIANS 
 
Margaret Mills  BA, MA 
 
Venue:  Merrymeade House in the Drawing Room 
On:  Wednesdays 10.30am-12.30pm  (10 weeks) 
Dates:  25 Sept-23 Oct & 06 Nov-04 Dec 2019 
 
The personalities we will study all had a great impact on 19th 
century life.  Whether in the fields of literature and the arts, medical 
advancement, scientific enquiry, women’s suffrage or other claims 
to fame, they were ambitious, dedicated and driven.  Each of the 
personalities, males and females, made their mark very firmly on 
the 19th century and most of them still attract media attention 
today.  We look at the work and public persona of each individual, 
but also at their private lives and some aspects that only patient 
research over the years has now revealed.  We ask: what was their 
contribution and their legacy? 
 
 
Margaret has taught History and English Literature in Further, 
Higher and Adult Education for many years, including teaching for 
the Workers' Education Association.   She has a BA (Hons) Degree 
in Humanities with History and an MA in Education.  Her articles 
have been published by the Brontë and Jane Austin Societies.   She 
gives history and literature-based talks to many organisations and 
participates in book reviews and "Essex Tales" slots for Phoenix 
Community Radio.  Her teaching includes change and development 
of Essex country houses, the lives and times of famous 19th century 
historical and literary figures, 18th/19th century history in art and 
19th century novels. 

 
14 7



8           13 
CLASS E 

 
THE PILGRIMAGE CONTINUES: 

MORE FROM CHAUCER’S TALES 
 

Margaret Mitchell  BA Natal, MA Oxon 
 
Venue:  Merrymeade House in the Drawing Room 
On:  Thursdays 1.30pm-3.30pm  (5 weeks) 
Dates:  26 Sept-24 Oct 2019 
 
We shall look at extracts from the Tales Chaucer assigned to 
some of his Pilgrims and at the kinds of stories that people enjoyed 
at the end of the fourteenth century: funny, romantic, sometimes 
bawdy.   
 
It would help if you have a modern version of The Canterbury 
Tales, but this is not essential. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For many years Margaret enjoyed teaching A Level English at the 
Brentwood Adult Education Centre, and coaching youngsters who 
wanted to improve their grades.  She is now semi-retired and 
spends time watching birds, butterflies and dragonflies and reading 
poetry and prose. 
 

 CLASS K 
 

LONDON HISTORIES 
 

Ian Porter  BA (Hons) 
 

Venue:  Merrymeade House in the Drawing Room 
On:  Thursdays  10.30am-12.30pm  (5 weeks) 
Dates:  16 Jan-13 Feb 2020 
 
This course covers diverse aspects of London's history.  The crime 
lecture asks what is it about a crime that makes it newsworthy and 
(in)famous?  And what it is about London's East End that has 
produced such crimes.  It's partly that such a diverse society 
produces interesting crimes and this links through to a 
consideration of the East End's role in immigration.  Why has this 
area enjoyed the most cosmopolitan melting pot of races and 
religions in Britain?  How history affects our own lives is always of 
interest so we consider Mr Selfridge, and his role in producing the 
High Street shopping experience we all go through today.  And any 
walk through his West End is dominated by the architecture of the 
Georgians.  We look at this age of property speculation which has 
left London with so many great squares and grand streets. And this 
includes the Bloomsbury area, which has attracted so many writers.  
Why did creative people flock to this area and what were their lives 
like there? 
 
Ian Porter has a history degree from the University of Birmingham, 
where he was also awarded the Chancellor's Prize for outstanding 
contribution to the university.  He is a history researcher, lecturer, 
public speaker and walks guide in London, specialising in 19th and 
early 20th century history in general and women's history in 
particular.  Ian is also a historical novel writer having written books 
set in the diverse worlds of Jack the Ripper, the Suffragettes, and 
the East End Home Fronts of London and  Berlin during the Spanish 
Flu pandemic. 
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CLASS J 
 

A SHORT INTRODUCTION TO WESTERN ART MUSIC 
 

Dr Maria Razumovskaya PhD, FHEA, MMus, BMus 
 

Venue:  Merrymeade House in the Drawing Room 
On:  Wednesdays  10.30am-12.30pm  (10 weeks) 
Dates:  8 Jan-5 Feb & 26 Feb-25 Mar 2020 
 

We look at the twists and turns behind definitive moments in 
European music history: the treacherous line between pleasure, 
scandal and prayer in the Renaissance; hidden symbols in Bach; 
musical rivalry between Vienna and London; Mozart’s challenges 
to social order, etiquette and gender stereotypes through opera; 
the genius of Beethoven as a musical autobiographer; the 
rapturous world of secret societies and masquerades of 
Schumann’s circle; convoluted myths of ‘wandering’ and 
nationalism; fresh perspectives on Russian dreams, hopes and 
tragedies of the Revolution; the bizarre experiments challenging 
the very definition of music; and finally, how a hundred years of 
technology has changed the way we listen. 
 
Described as a ‘virtuoso story-teller of the piano’ (Le Courrier), 
Dr Maria Razumovskaya performs internationally including live 
radio broadcasts for BBC Radio 3, and has released critically 
acclaimed recordings.  Recent writings include a monograph on the 
legendary Russian pianist-pedagogue Heinrich Neuhaus (Boydell & 
Brewer), book chapters and articles for academic journals as well 
as the wider press, including BBC Music Magazine.  She is a 
Steinway Artist, professor at the Guildhall School of Music & 
Drama, and a lecturer at the City Literary Institute in London.  
 

 CLASS F 
 

THE RENAISSANCE HOME 
 

Lydia Goodson  BA, MA 
 
Venue:  Merrymeade House in the Drawing Room 
On:  Thursdays  1.30pm-3.30pm  (5 weeks) 
Dates:  07 Nov-05 Dec 2019 
 
In this five-week course we will step into the Italian Renaissance 
home to discover how houses were furnished, decorated and 
managed.  This period saw a huge increase in the production of 
decorated objects designed for domestic use, and we will look at 
the paintings and objects made for the home in fifteenth and 
sixteenth century Italy, and at how and where they were displayed.  
We will discuss how historians represent the Renaissance home, 
and the different sources that they use to envisage how it might 
have looked.  We will also look at practical matters of housework 
and household management.  At a time when affluent households 
were growing in size and when dining culture was becoming more 
sophisticated, household management became more complex and 
women in particular acquired new skills to allow them to keep up 
with these new demands. 
 
 
Lydia is an art historian, specialising in the art and material culture 
of the Italian Renaissance.  Lydia holds a BA in Renaissance History 
from the University of Warwick and an MA in Art History from the 
University of Sussex. She is currently based at The Warburg 
Institute in London where she is working on her PhD thesis on 
‘Artistic Patronage in Renaissance Umbria’. 
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CLASS G 

 
ESSEX FAMILY DYNASTIES 

 
Denis Sheppard  BA (Hons) 
 
Venue:  Merrymeade House in the Drawing Room 
On:  Tuesdays  1.30pm-3.30pm  (10 weeks) 
Dates:  14 Jan-11 Feb & 25 Feb-24 Mar 2020 
 
The course is designed to provide an overview of Essex Family 
Dynasties from the Norman, De Vere, through the Tudor, Petre, to 
the Victorian, Strutt, assessing their impact on Britain.  It is suitable 
for anyone with an interest in understanding the relationship 
between the individuals, their families, the circumstances they 
found themselves in, and their subsequent impact on 
developments in Britain. 
 
We will focus on what motivated the families studied, and the skills 
and abilities they used to impact on the nature and development of 
Britain. 
 
 
After retiring from the Police in 2004 as a Chief Superintendent, 
Denis retrained as a Secondary School Teacher of History. Having 
taught full time in Secondary Schools, he moved into Adult 
Education, teaching GCSE and A Level. In recent years, he has 
focused on developing and delivering short courses on a range of 
historical topics, supported by the use of multimedia, which he 
delivers to various groups across Essex.   
 
Denis is interested in history of all periods, from international, 
national and local perspectives, focusing particularly on how the 
past impacts on how we think and live today. His aim is to inform, 
entertain and to encourage lively debate. 

 CLASS H 
 

T.S.ELIOT: 
The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock 

and The Waste Land 
 

Dr Adrian Eckersley  MA (Cantab), PhD (London) 
 
Venue:  Merrymeade House in the Drawing Room 
On:  Tuesdays  10.30am-12.30pm  (5 weeks) 
Dates:  25 Feb-24 Mar 2020 
 

T.S.Eliot's long modernist poem, The Waste Land, published in 
1922, has been hailed as the single most important poem of the 
20th century. Dense and packed with allusions, with strange cross-
rhythms and rhymes that may seem to mock us, it is not an easy 
read.  However, for all its surface strangeness, it has a unique 
power to haunt the reader and, when its themes become clear, we 
shall see that it deals with the crisis of the civilised world's loss of 
direction after the First World War. 
 

We will first study Eliot's earlier masterpiece, The Love Song of  
J. Alfred Prufrock, exploring the suggestion of his language in a 
less complex example.  We will read The Waste Land together, 
locating its voices and moods clearly in the contexts both of its time 
and ours. 
 
Both poems are available in any anthology of Eliot's poetry. 
 
Dr Adrian Eckersley was educated at Brentwood School, Cambridge 
and London Universities. He has taught literature and cultural 
history to adults in further and higher education for over 35 years. 
His teaching is founded on a strong belief that reading is as much a 
creative act as writing, and deserves our closest attention. As well 
as teaching, Adrian has had a career as dramatist and essayist and, 
more recently, as a landscape and cityscape painter, with six solo 
shows around Essex and London. 
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